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Construction is continuing on the Route 152 Longport-Somers Point Bridge in Atlantic County. 
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Left: Crew 314 works on storm cleanup in Ewing. Right: Crew 226 clears debris left in the wake of a tractor trailer accident in Hillside (Photo by J. Buscaino, Daily Journal.) 


The difficult we do now...the impossible may take a little longer 


An oil tanker lumbers over the rain-slick highway, its 
headlights piercing the darkness. Suddenly, a deer bolts 
from the wood nearby and the hapless trucker swings his 
wheel in a vain attempt to avoid it. The squeal of brakes 
and the screech of metal against metal break the 
morning stillness. The now jackknifed truck comes to 
rest, spilling some of its cargo on the highway. 

This scenario in one form or another is played out all 
too frequently on New Jersey highways. After the 
driver and his cargo are seen to, the next “emergency 
crew” summoned by police on the scene is usually an 
NJDOT maintenance crew to assist in the cleanup. 

Responding to emergencies is part of the daily routine 
for NJDOT Maintenance and Electrical crews. Dozens 
of calls per week come into the four Regional Headquar- 
ters from police and private citizens, reporting downed 
traffic signals, oil spills, or other traffic hazards and 
emergencies. 

Crews in Regions II, III and IV had three unusual 
“emergencies” this past month. 

The tornado-like winds that ripped through Ewing 
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Route 37 bids due October 6 


Bids will be received in October for the dualization 
of 6.25 miles of Route 37 between Route 70 and the 
Garden State Parkway in Lakehurst, Manchester and 
Dover, Ocean County. The project includes addition 
of one lane in each direction and is expected to be 
completed in August 1991. 

“T am particularly pleased to make this announce- 
ment because it honors a commitment made to the 
people of Ocean County in 1984 when the first 
Transportation Trust Fund was established, a com- 
mitment which I endorsed when I came to the 
Department two years ago,” Commissioner Hazel 
Frank Gluck said. 


Salem to get aid for emergency 


Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck has approved a 
request from Salem County Engineer Chris Rehmann 
for an emergency grant of $75,000 for temporary 
Trepairs to the bridge over Cooper’s Branch of 
Alloway Creek in Lower Alloways Creek Township. 
The bridge carries New Bridge Road (County 
Route 623), one of three evacuation routes from the 
nuclear generating station on Artificial Island. 
County officials closed the bridge August 17 after an 
inspection revealed that three of five wooden piles on 
the south abutment were broken at the low tide 
elevation. 


Repairs set for Atlantic City 


The Department has begun closing one lane in 
each direction on Routes 40 and 322 in Atlantic City 
as part of the reconstruction project on the bridges 
over Inside, Beach and Great Thorofares. 

The Department suggests that Delilah Road be 
used as an alternate route to reach Route 30. It will 
make every effort to provide at least one lane in each 
‘direction of Routes 40 and 322 during the duration of 
the project. 

The resident Engineer on the project is Robert 
Scancella. Completion date is projected for Septem- 
ber 1990. 


Township near NJDOT Headquarters caused some 
property damage and extensive damage to beautiful old 
trees. Although not strictly a Department problem, the 
NJ State Police requested assistance from NJDOT in the 
cleanup. 

According to Diane Hitt, Coordinator of Emergency 
Management, several crews worked for almost a week, 
helping to clear the streets by gathering the fallen 
branches and hauling them to a municipal dumping site 
where they were offered as firewood. 

NJDOTers from Regions III & IV who participated in 
the cleanup were: Keith Mannifield, Equipment 
Operator, 317; William Meyers, Maintenance Worker, 
314; Wayne Jenkins, Acting Crew Supervisor, 314; 
Richard Hillborn, Truck Driver, 314; Mark Markley, 
Maintenance Worker, 314; Frank Patrone, Equipment 
Operator, 314; Toni Wilson, Maintenance Worker, 314; 
James Pippa, Maintenance Worker, 314; Anthony Muro, 
Acting Crew Supervisor, 352; Charles Fillins, Land- 
scape Technician, 454; Alfred Pieretti, Truck Driver, 
454; Eddie Robertson, Maintenance Worker, 352; 


Rafael Rodiquez, Truck Driver, 351; Charles Fischer, 
Landscape Technician, 359; Jake Berner, Truck Driver, 
359: Michael Boisseau, Maintenance Worker, 359; 
Nicholas Migliacci, Maintenance Worker, 359; Diane 
Hitt, Coordinator Emergency Management; and Andrew 
Kraemer, Regional Maintenance Coordinator. 

A July storm caused damage of a different kind when 
75 to 100 feet of track, part of the NJ TRANSIT’s North 
Jersey Coast Line, was washed away. Railroad repair 
crews had to find some 300 tons of stone to act as 
ballast for the tracks. 

An after-hours call to NJDOT’s gate house was 
passed on to Andrew Kramer at home. Within hours, he 
mobilized ten trucks belonging to Crews 366, 327, 323, 
321, 367 and 324 and had the stone delivered to the site. 

NJ TRANSIT’s Director Jerome C. Premo has sent a 
letter to Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck praising the 
“wonderful cooperation” his organization received, 
crediting the NJDOT assistance with helping to restore 
train service before the morning rush hour. 


Little named Assistant Commissioner 


Alvin R. Little, Esq., has been named Assistant 
Commissioner for Interagency Coordination, replacing 
Roger E. Nutt who has joined NJ TRANSIT (see 
below). 

Little came to the De- 
partment in 1984 from the 
Attorney General’s Office, 
where he served as a 
Deputy Attorney General 
for casino-related matters. 
He headed the NJDOT’s 
Office of Regulatory 
Affairs until the beginning 
of 1987 when he left the 
NJDOT to join the law 
J] firm of Riker, Danzig, 

Scherer, Hyland & Per- 


Little 
retti, where he served as bond counsel to local governing 
bodies and boards of education. 

As Assistant Commissioner, Little will work with 
other transportation-related authorities and agencies. 


The new post was created as part of the recent Depart- 
ment reorganization. 

“This is a challenging new position,” Little said,” I 
look forward to establishing closer lines of communica- 
tions with agencies such as the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey and the highway authorities.” 

Little, whose mother is an educator, places strong 
emphasis on the value of a good education. "I attended 
the Newark Art High School, not because I was particu- 
larly artistic, but because academically it was the best 
public school in Newark,” he said. He holds a bache- 
lors degree in political science from American Univer- 
sity and a law degree from Catholic University. 

An ardent college basketball fan, Little spends his 
spare time working as a volunteer at the Newark YMCA 
teaching aspects of the game to aspiring basketball 
players. He roots for the Carolina Tar Heels and the 
Hoyas of Georgetown. “I have met both their coaches 
and I respect them most for the percentage of students 
whom they graduate,” he said. 

Little and his wife, Janice, live in East Orange. 


Nutt departs for NJ TRANSIT rail post 


Roger E. Nutt left his post as Assistant Commissioner 
for Interagency Coordination in September to become 
Deputy General Manager for Finance and Administra- 
tion in NJ TRANSIT’s Rail Division. He will oversee 
the accounting, purchasing and support services as well 
as the contract negotiations with Amtrak and Conrail. 

Nutt began his NJDOT career as a Senior Audit 
Account Clerk in June of 1964. He left the Department 
in 1968 to work with the then Budget Bureau at Treas- 
ury. He rejoined NJDOT in 1978, serving as Director of 
Financial Management and then as Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Finance and Administration. He was named 
to the new Interagency post earlier this year. 

“My career at NJDOT has been very rewarding 
because we have made significant strides in increasing 
our funding through the creation of the Transportation 
Trust Fund Authority,” he said. 

“T take away with me fond memories of these years, 
an experience made better by the good, competent De- 
partment employees with whom I have had the pleasure 
of working.” 


Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck presents a gift to 
Roger E. Nutt from his co-workers during a Headquar- 
ters farewell reception. 
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Flemington Yard truck driver helps 
rookies get it together for articulated test 


Region I Truck Driver Wesley Myers 
is a very good teacher. 

How good, you say? Of the 360 
Maintenance Worker IIs who have been 
through his three-day course in articu- 
lated (truck and 
trailer) driver 
training, 97% 
passed the driving 
test on their first 
try. An articulated 
license is required 
for promotion to 
Maintenance 
Worker I. 

Myers 
downplays his 
success and says he 
just passes on what 
he’s learned in his 
38 years at 
NJDOT’s Fleming- 
ton Yard. 

“The old-timers 
taught me, now it’s 
my turn to teach,” 
said Myers. “I 
went through it 
myself so I can 
appreciate how 
tough it can be.” 

Before Myers’ 
students get behind 
the wheel they 
must pass a written 
and eye test and 
receive a driving 
permit from the DMV. Once they have 
the permit, he drills them on safety, 
proper trailer hook-ups and vehicle 
check-out procedures. 

“The DMV examiner may ask them 
questions about safety, brake air 
pressure or anything else,” said Myers. 
“T quiz them as we practice so they get 
used to someone talking to them.” 
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Once Myers is sure they know the 


“book side” of driving, he has the 


students hook up a trailer and drive 


figure-eights around mounds of dirt in 


the yard. When they get used to allow- 


Flemington truck driver, Wesley Myers, guides Maintenance Worker II Darlene Flynn 
through her articulated driver training course. Flynn passed the DMV test and was 
promoted to Maintenance Worker I. She is stationed at the Clinton Yard. 


ing more room for the swing of the 
trailer he has them practice the really 
tough part — backing up. 

“Backing up a trailer is a lot harder 
than it looks,” said Myers. “You’ve got 
to turn the wheel to the right to make the 
trailer go left. That takes a little getting 
used to.” 

Students in Myers’ first few classes 
usually turned the wheel too far the first 


few times they tried backing up. (Turning 
the wheel too far will jackknife the trailer 
and damage the rear of the truck.) Myers 
fixed that problem with a few strips of red 
tape. 

“Tt’s hard to 
know when to stop 
turning the wheel 
when you’re back- 
ing up,” said 
Myers. “So I puta 
strip of red tape on 
each side of trailer 
as a marker. When 
the bed of the truck 
is even with the 
tape, you’ ve turned 
far enough. 
Simple, eh?” 

Darlene Flynn, 
a Maintenance 
Worker I from 
Clinton, never 
drove a truck 
before coming to 
the Department. 
Yet she passed the 
articulated driving 
test on her first try. 
She credits Myers 
with her success. 

“Wes was very 
patient and a very 
good teacher,” said 
Flynn. “The day I 
took my test I was 
pretty nervous, but 
he calmed me down. He made a tough 
job easy.” 

Andy Chiappa, a Maintenance Worker 
II from Flemington, says Myers makes 
sure you don’t forget anything. 

“Wes keeps going over things,” said 
Chiappa. “There’s no forgetting what 
you’re supposed to do. He makes sure of 
ie 


Although Myers appreciates the 


Pay your automobile insurance bill with 


the money you'll save through 


Are you afraid to look at the paper 
in the morning for fear of finding 
another automobile insurance in- 
crease is on the way? 

Are you considering skipping 
dinner on Tuesdays and Thursdays to 
pay for the insurance surcharges 
already imposed this year? 

Relax, there’s a much easier way. 

Just call 292-7106 if you commute 
to Trenton or 1-800-245-POOL if 
you work outside Trenton. Your 
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New Appointments 


Adrian Lincoln Jr. was appointed 
Acting Chief, Bureau of Acquisitions, on 
August 27. He succeeds William H. 
Baker who retired after 32 years of 
service on August 1. 

Thomas Black is the new Acting 
District Supervisor in the Trenton 
District Office, Lawrenceville. 

Walter Caddell was appointed 
Director of Design and Right of Way in 
June. 


name will be added to a computer data- 
base of people who expressed an interest 
in sharing a ride to work. You’ll receive 
a list of existing car- and vanpools or 
other people interested in forming pools. 

Besides saving you money (see chart 
to the right), car- and vanpooling give 
you time to read, knit, chat, pay bills and 
(yea!) sleep on your way to and from 
work. Think how much you could 
accomplish with the hour or two a day 
you spend behind the wheel. 


Eugene Blasko was appointed 
Director of Construction and Mainte- 
nance in June. 

Arthur Ejisdorfer will be the new 
design engineer for the completion of I- 
287, Morris, Bergen and Passaic Coun- 
ties. 

Jerome Gilbert is the new Manager 
of Systems Maintenance and Develop- 
ment, Division of Accounting and 
Auditing. 


The Bureau of Personal Mobility is 
now known as the Bureau of Mobility 
Management. The Bureau handles 
fixed guideway initiatives, commuter 
management programs, suburban 
mobility programs, bicycle and pedes- 
trian initiatives and promotion of trans- 
portation management associations. 


ridesharing 


Just for kicks, pick up the phone now 
and ask the Office of Ridesharing 
“Who’s going my way?” From the 
traffic you see every morning, you might 
guess that you’re not alone. 

The savings quoted in the box to the 
right assume you take three weeks of 
vacation a year. The dollar figures are 
calculated by comparing the cost per 
mile of driving alone (34¢) with a 
carpool (15¢) and vanpool (7¢). 


GOLFERS: Over 70 golfers hacked, 
whooshed, and swore their way through 
the 8th Annual Region I Golf Tournament 
at the Farmstead Golf and Country Club 
in Andover in July. 

Winners at the tourney included Mike 
Adams (Local Aid, Netcong), low gross 
(75); Bill Romaine (Electrical, Stan- 
hope), low net Calloway - Class A; Pete 
Risicia (Traffic, Trenton), low net Cal- 
loway - Class B; Rich Spoer! (Construc- 
tion, Region I), low net Calloway - Class 
Cc 

Longest drive honors were won by Lisa 
Ninesling (Local Aid, Trenton). Retiree 
Ed Hellriegel (Research) won closest to 
the pin. Lowest scoring retiree was 
Frank Haines (Electrical, Stanhope). 
High scorer was Joe Burgio (Construc- 
tion, Region I) 
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Dave Sereni, Principal Planner, Bureau 
of Local Transportation Planning, and his 
wife, Susan, announce the birth of an 8 Ib. 
2 oz. baby boy, Kevin Patrick, on July 9. 


Myers assists a student with a trailer 
hook-up. Since 1980, 97% of the 360 
students he’s trained have passed the 
driving test. 


compliments, he says he’s not the only 
one responsible for the students’ success. 

“Crew Supervisor Earl Coleman 
adjusts the schedule so we can use a 
truck,” said Myers. “The mechanics 
make sure it’s in tip-top shape. And, the 
DMV examiners are patient and helpful. 
That’s why our students do so well.” 

Myers says he’ll continue to teach as 
long as he’s with the Department. 

“T enjoy it,” said Myers. “It makes me 
feel good when they pass. But, when 
they get nervous and fail, I feel like I 
messed up.” 

With a 97% success rate, Myers 
doesn’t mess up much. 


How much 
can you save? 


If you save 20 miles a day: 
Vanpool savings = $1323/yr 
Carpool savings = $937/yr 


If you save 40 miles a day: 
Vanpool savings = $2646/yr 
Carpool savings = $1874/yr 


If you save 60 miles a day: 
Vanpool savings = $3969/yr 
Carpool savings = $2811/yr 


Fred Lovett, Principal Engineer 
Bureau of Materials, and his wife, 
welcomed the birth of their first baby, 
a4 Ib. 14 oz. girl, on August 16. 


Clifford D. Achee, died of a heart 
attack in July. Achee was a Principal 
Local Aid Investigator in Region I. He 


‘joined the Department in 1965. 


Michael J. Fichera, 44, section chief 
of the Highway Division of the Attorney 
General's Office and General Counsel to 
the Department, died September 14 at St. 
Francis Medical Center in Trenton. He 
was a summa cum laude graduate of 
Rutgers University and a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. He received his law degree 
from the University of Virginia. Surviv- 
ing are his wife, Beverly Mann Fichera, a 
son, Christopher J., a daughter, Lauren 
M., his parents and two brothers. 
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Bureau of Landscape Architecture’s 
Vincent Nichnadowicz (center) races the 
Elusive off Island Beach Yacht Club in 


Toms River . 
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NJDOT Landscape Architect spends summer 
weekends chasing after New Jersey white sails 


If you liked watching Dennis Connors 
recapture the America’s Cup from 
Australia on the 12-meter boat Stars and 
Stripes, you’d probably enjoy spending 
a Sunday afternoon with the Bureau of 
Landscape Architecture’s Vincent 
Nichnadowicz. 

The 31-year-old landscape architect 
spends his spring, summer and fall 
weekends racing sailboats along the 
Jersey shore. 

Nichnadowicz is a crew member on 
Elusive, a 24-foot single-hull boat that 
sleeps four. During a race he controls 
the tension on the lines that hold up the 
sails. However, he and the other four 
crew members are constantly called 
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Antonio Caruso Jr., Heavy 
Equipment Operator, C&M, 40 
yrs; William H. Baker, Chief, 
Bureau of Aquisitions, ROW, 34 
yrs; Daniel Brown, Pr. Local Aid 
Investigator, Design, 32 yrs.; 
George M. Young, Heavy Equip- 
ment Operator, C&M, 32 yrs.; 
Demetrio Cavari, Crew Supervi- 
sor, C&M, 30 yrs.; Robert P. 
Kerr, Heavy Equipment Operator, 
C&M, 30 yrs.; Dominick Con- 
stantini, Equipment Operator, 
C&M, 29 yrs.; Max Frey, 
Regional Supervisor, Traffic Enu- 
merator, Systems Planning, 27 
yts.; Vincent DeBonis, Mainte- 
nance Worker I, C&M, 25 yrs.; 
Mack O. Pounds, Sr. Special In- 
vestigator, Office of the Inspector 
General, 21 yrs.; Dorothea S. 
Louf, Supervisor Fiscal Accounts, 
Accounting & Auditing, 20 yrs.; 
Chester M. Palach, Sr. Right of 


Way Negotiator, ROW, 19 yrs. 
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upon to shift their weight to keep the 
boat from tipping over. 

“The wind is always trying to push the 
boat over when it’s coming from the 
side,” said Nichnadowicz. “The crew’s 
job includes leaning over the side of the 
boat that is being pulled out of the water. 
If we didn’t, the boat would tip and we’d 
all go for a quick swim.” 

A new boat like Elusive costs about 
$25,000, but Nichnadowicz says getting 
into competitive sailing can cost a lot 
less. 

“T started sailing a Sunfish when I was 
14 which could be bought today for 
about $1,200,” said Nichnadowicz. 
“Granted, it’s not a poor man’s hobby, 
but it’s within most folks’ reach.” 

Nichnadowicz sails in handicap racing 
competitions, which allows different 
sizes and kinds of boats to compete 
against one another in the same race. 
However, this kind of sailboat racing 
sometimes makes it difficult for the 
spectator to know who’s winning. 

“Handicap racing can sometimes be 


confusing,” said Nichnadowicz. “Faster 
boats have to give time to slower boats. 
Therefore, the first boat to cross the 
finish line may not be the winner after 
the seconds of handicap are figured in. 
Sometimes the fourth, fifth or sixth boat 
is the real winner.” 


'The boat and your skills 
are severely tested ina 
storm. It's controlled danger 
and I find that exciting.’ 


Nichnadowicz says most boats in the 
competitions are about 25-35 feet long, 
have a single hull (no catamarans are 
entered) and a single mast. The boats 
receive a ten- and five-minute warning 
before the start, giving them time to 
jockey for position. Should a boat cross 
the starting line before the final gun 


sounds, it must turn around and re-cross 
the line, losing valuable time. 
Nichnadowicz says they race in all types 
of weather (short of a hurricane), but he 
prefers the challenge of sailing during a 
storm. 

“The boat and your skills are severely 
tested in a storm,” said Nichnadowicz. 
“Tt’s controlled danger and I find that 
exciting.” 

Of course, sometimes things do go 
wrong. 

“One time during a storm the boom 
(the rigid bar that holds the bottom of the 
sail) swung around quickly and knocked 
me out,” said Nichnadowicz. “It was 
like being shot. I remember a bnght 
white light and then it was lights out.” 

On the other hand, sailing when there’s 
litle or no wind can also be challenging. 

“Tn light winds you’ve got to try 
everything to get going,” said Nich- 
nadowicz. “But sometimes nothing you 
do seems to work. In fact, one race was 
called after the officials realized we were 
being pushed backwards by the current.” 


NJDOT employee checks weekend water 
safety with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary 


Karen B. Nice is serious about boating 
and boating safety. So serious, in fact, 
that she is doing something about it. The 
Budget Bureau Analyst I spends 20 
hours of her spare time each week doing 
volunteer work with the US Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. She holds the rank of Flotilla 
Commander. 

The 25-member flotilla is based in 
Vineland, operating from Fortescue on 
the Maurice River. This civilian arm of 
the US Coast Guard has been trained to 
do safety patrols, inspect boats and 
conduct a public education program on 
boating safety. The auxiliary does not, 
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however, perform “police” functions 
such as searching for illegal drugs. 

Karen’s husband, Richard, a clinical 
psychologist with the Department of 
Human Services, is also active with the 
auxiliary. “There are a number of 
families involved,” she said, adding that 
the organization has a fraternal character. 

“On a typical patrol we assist people 
who are lost, have run out of gas, or have 
mechanical problems. We may tow 
them to a safe harbor, render minor first 
aid in a medical emergency or perhaps 
assist the Coast Guard in a helicopter 
evacuation,” she said. 

Nice said that most patrols are routine 
but she remembers an incident when 
several commercial fishermen wrapped 
their nets around the propeller and tumed 
over their boat. They managed to right 
it and climb back in, but when they tried 
to restart the engine, spilled gas caught 
fire. They put out the fire but wound up 
in the water again. “When we came to 
their rescue they were pretty shaken up,” 
she recalled. 

While boats must be registered, safety 
inspections are not mandatory. “We are 
called in by the owners and use the 
opportunity as a one-to-one educational 
tool, helping them identify safety 
problems and needed equipment for the 
safe operation of their boats,” she said. 


Karen Nice stands beside one of the 
boats her Coast Guard Auxilary flotilla 
uses to assist NJ boaters. 
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This aerial view of a key element in New Jersey’ s transportation infrastructure is from the collection of Joseph Kubinski of the 
Federal Highway Administration. Thanks for obtaining the photograph go to Frank Brady, Project Engineer. If you can identify this 
photograph, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It 
is not necessary to send the Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answers by October 3. 


Can you identify this ‘Moment in History’? 
Eleven DOTers correctly identified the photograph of the old Engineering; Steffan A. Franklin, Project Engineer, Bureau of 


Public Service Trolley Bridge over Route 22 in Hillside Town- Structural Evaluation; Henry Soloway, Project Engineer, 
ship, Union County. The correct replies came from: Jack Region 2 Design, Newark; Patrick K. Sheppard, Environmental 
Willever, Supervisor, Right of Way; Anker Winther, Supervis- Technician, Environmental Services; Kathleen Creamer 
ing Engineer, Bureau of Construction; John Tomchick, Senior Aufschneider, Staff Writer, Correspondence Unit; Raymond 
Engineer, Electrical Bureau; Harry Bonitz, Principal Engineer, Kropinack, Senior Right of Way Appraiser, ROW, Hillside; 
Design Region I; Robert J. McGill, Right of Way Negotiator, Ramesh K. Suvagiya, Senior Engineer, Bridges & Structures. 
Hillside; Prakash P. Patel, Senior Engineer, Bureau of Structural 
New Jersey Bulk Rate 
Department of Transportation US. Postage 
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Deadline 
for the October issue 
of Transporter 
October 3 
Send in your 
‘Good News' forms 


